
1 

 

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 24.5.2020 

 

 Processional Hymn TiS 371 

(Please stand if you are able) 

God is gone up on high, 

with a triumphant noise; 

the clarions of the sky 

proclaim the angelic joys!  

 

Join all the earth, rejoice and sing; 

glory ascribe to glory's king. 

 

God in the flesh below, 

for us he reigns above: 

let all the nations know 

our Jesus' conquering love! 

 

All power to our great Lord 

is by the Father given; 

by angel hosts adored, 

he reigns supreme in heaven: 

 

High on his holy seat 

he bears his righteous sway; 

his foes beneath his feet 

shall sink and die away. 



2 

 

 

His foes and ours are one, 

Satan, the world, and sin; 

but he shall tread them down 

and bring his kingdom in: 

 

till all the earth, renewed 

in righteousness divine, 

with all the hosts of God 

in one great chorus join. 

 

John Darwall 1731-89     Charles Wesley 1707-88 

  

Sentence 

This is eternal life, that we may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

John 17.3 

  

The Priest greets the people. 

   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you 

 

Christ is risen. Alleluia 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 
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to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus 
said:  ‘This is the great and first commandment.  And a second 
is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself’. 

  

Invitation to Confession 

 Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore 
we come to celebrate the festival. 

Silence may be kept 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere 
and a true heart. 

  

Merciful God, 

our maker and our judge, 

we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
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we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us, 

Strengthen us to love and obey you 

in newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

 Almighty God, 

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 

pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 

strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

  

Lord, have mercy   

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
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receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.  

 

The Collect 

O God, 

whose Son, Jesus, prayed for his disciples, 

and sent them into the world 

to proclaim the coming of your kingdom: 

by your Holy Spirit, 

hold the Church in unity, 

and keep it faithful to your word, 

so that, breaking bread together, 

we may be one with Christ in faith and love and service, 

now and for ever.       Amen. 

 

The Ministry of the Word 

 

The Old Testament Reading     Acts 1.6-14 

…For the word of the Lord,   

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm Reading    68.1-10,32-35 
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The New Testament Reading   1 Peter 5 

…For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Hymn TiS  378 

 

The head that once was crowned with thorns 

is crowned with glory now; 

a royal diadem adorns 

the mighty victor's brow. 

 

The highest place that heaven affords 

is his, is his by right, 

the King of kings and Lord of lords 

and heav'n's eternal light, 

 

the joy of all who dwell above, 

the joy of all below, 

to whom he manifests his love 

and grants his name to know. 

 

To them the cross, with all its shame, 

with all its grace, is given, 

their name an everlasting name, 

their joy the joy of heaven. 

 

They suffer with their Lord below, 

they reign with him above, 
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their profit and their joy to know 

the mystery of his love. 

 

The cross he bore is life and health, 

though shame and death to him; 

his people's hope, his people's wealth, 

their everlasting theme. 

Probably by Jeremiah Clarke c. 1673-1707    Thomas Kelly 1769-1855 

 

The Gospel Reading John 17.1-11 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Sermon. Message for The Seventh Sunday of Easter. 
Ascensiontide. 

 
To you, loyal child in the faith we share: 
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. (see Paul's Letter to Titus 1:4) 
Our greeting this morning is thanks to Titus. He was a key 
"partner and co-worker" with St Paul. (2 Corinthians 8:23). So 
it is a personal, one to one greeting, based on a shared faith 
and mission. 
 
Today, we too, rejoice in "the faith we share," as we hear 
Jesus praying for himself and his disciples. Our focus will also 
be on prayer. 
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In John 17:1-11, Jesus is praying. And we gain an insight into 
his ongoing work: more praying. The ascended Jesus 
continues to intercede for us at the right hand of God. 
(Romans 8:34). 
Please read this chapter in John's Gospel: Jesus is engaged in 
profound, intense prayer. 
 
Some Background: Past and Present. 
The Past. 
Jesus is concluding his Last Supper with his disciples. 
He has washed their feet: a sign to serve. (13:1-19). 
He has said one will betray him, another deny him. (v21-36). 
He has given a new commandment: to love one another; 
as he has loved them. (13:31-35, 15:12-17). 
He has told them he is the way, the truth, and the life. (14:1-7). 
He has promised the Father will send the Holy Spirit. (14:15-
17). 
He has described himself as the true vine. They are the 
branches. (15:1-11). 
He has explained the work of the coming Holy Spirit. (15:26-
27). 
He has spoken of their coming sorrow, ...... and their joy. 
(16:16-24). 
He has informed them of his departure; his returning to the 
Father. (16:25-28). 
He begins to pray. (17:v1). 
 
Jesus Prays. We pray. 
Jesus prays to the Father. 
We pray to the Father. 
Jesus asks: "glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you." 
(v1). 
Jesus' glory will be in "lowliness," in the apparent "shame" of 
the cross. (L. Morris). 
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We pray for a true glory to be seen today in sacrificial, loving 
service. 
Jesus acknowledges his authority to give eternal life. (v2-3) 
We give thanks for this priceless gift. 
Jesus anticipates his ascension, returning to his presence with 
the Father. (v5) 
We pray, looking forward to that day. 
Jesus appeals to the Father that those who are his, be 
protected, and united as one. (v11). 
We pray for the church today, for its protection and unity. 
 
The Present. 
In the Church, the yearly season of Easter is coming to an 
end. 
We have been celebrating the Risen Christ 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
And, we rejoice in the hope of our own resurrection. 
The risen Christ remained with his disciples for forty days. 
Our remembrance of those forty days ended last Thursday. 
Ascension Day!  Ascensiontide! 
Today, we continue to celebrate Jesus ascension. 
His return to the Father. 
His earthly work of redemption is completed. "It is finished." 
(Jn. 19:30). 
His ongoing work of praying continues, interceding for us. 
(Romans 8:34). 
And, we are looking forward to celebrating Pentecost next 
Sunday. 
Holy Spirit Sunday!  
 
Jesus Prays. We pray. 
We are confident the Father hears our prayers, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
He is at the Father's right hand, praying for us. 
He understands us.  
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He took our human flesh. 
He knows us through and through. 
He sees our struggles: drought, bushfires, pandemic, 
uncertainty. 
Even in our weakness, when "we don't know how to pray as 
we ought...." 
Jesus, at one with "the Spirit intercedes with sighs to deep for 
words." (Romans 8:26). 
 
To Conclude. 
When we gather for Holy Communion, there is an invitation: 
"Lift up your hearts." (In Latin: "sursum corda"). 
Our response?  
"We lift them to the Lord." 
It is our prayer that we be lifted into heavenly places; 
there to feast with the ascended Jesus, partakers of heavenly 
food. 
As Jesus ascended, returning to the Father, we also ascend in 
the Spirit; 
catching a glimpse, sharing in the presence of the ascended 
glory. 
So, if we "have been raised with Christ," we will "seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God." (Colossians 3:1). 
 
 
The Collect for Ascension Day voices this intention, lifting us 
up, into that realm. 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, 
and with him continually dwell; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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"Grace be with all of you." (Titus 3:15) 
 

Rev'd Paul Robertson 
Locum at Lambton 

After the Sermon there may be a time of quiet reflection. 

                                              

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
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in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you 
will hear us when we ask in faith:  receive the prayers we offer. 

For the nations: Lord, 

continue to guide the leaders of the nation's during the COVID-
19 pandemic; 
lead them to make wise decisions for the health and welfare of 
their people; 
grant wisdom to the leaders and people of Australia as 
restrictions are eased; 
uphold those recovering from drought, bushfire, and 
dislocation caused by the pandemic. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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For the Church: Lord, 

during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we ask that your 
Spirit of unity and truth would bind the churches together in 
closer bonds of peace; 
sustain the bishops, clergy and people of the Diocese of 
Newcastle as churches are reopened and new guidelines are 
put in place; 
guide the Parish of Lambton in the steps taken to record 
Services in the church. 
Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer. 
 
For the community: Lord, 

strengthen our resolve to deal with the hardships and 
uncertainties brought about by the coronavirus pandemic; 
bring help to families struggling financially, and those looking 
for work; 
cause us to be considerate of others, as businesses resume, 
shops reopen and people return to work; 
remind us to observe the current health and hygiene 
regulations; 
protect students and teachers as they return to school and 
resume lessons. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those in need: Lord, 

comfort all those throughout the world who are in sorrow and 
grief as a result of the pandemic; 
calm the fears and anxieties of those tempted to despair; 
bring healing to those recovering from the virus; 
inspire those working to produce a vaccine; 
guard health workers as they care for the sick; 
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grant healing to those in the Lambton Parish who are ill or in 
any kind of need. 
 Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the faithful departed: Lord, 

we give thanks for the life and work of Jenny Isbister, praising 
you for all your servants whose lives have honoured Christ. 
Encourage us by the good of their example, so that we may 
run with perseverance the race that lies before us, and share 
with them the fullness of joy in your kingdom. 
 
 Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught 
us to pray, 

        Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.  Amen 

Jesus said:  I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.  John 6.35 

Let us pray. 

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold 
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and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under your table. 

But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have 
mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of 
your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us.  Amen. 

 Greeting of Peace 

 Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  TiS 517 

 A thanksgiving offertory collection is received for the work of the Church.   

Hallelujah! sing to Jesus, 

his the sceptre, his the throne; 

hallelujah! his the triumph, 

his the victory alone; 

hark, the songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 

'Jesus out of every nation 

has redeemed us by his blood.'   

 

Hallelujah! not as orphans, 
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are we left in sorrow now; 

hallelujah! he is near us, 

faith believes, nor questions how, 

though the cloud from sight received him 

when the forty days were o'er, 

shall our hearts forget is promise, 

'I am with you evermore'? 

 

Hallelujah! bread of heaven, 

and on earth our food, our stay; 

hallelujah! here the sinful 

flee to you from day to day; 

intercessor, friend of sinners, 

earth's redeemer, plead for me 

where the songs of all the sinless 

sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

Hallelujah! King eternal, 

you the Lord of lords we own; 

hallelujah! born of Mary, 

earth your footstool, heav'n your throne: 

you within the veil have entered 

robed in flesh, our great high priest; 

you on earth both priest and victim 

in the eucharistic feast. 

Melody by Rowland Huw Prichard 1811-87       William Chatterton Dix 
1837-98 
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 Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use our offerings for your glory 

And for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever!   

  

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

And now we give you thanks 

that you raised him to life triumphant, 

and exalted him in glory. 

By his victory over death, the reign of sin is ended, 
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a new day has dawned, a broken world is restored 

and we are made whole once more. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

And with all the company of heaven, 

We proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying:   

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the  name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.      

  

Feel free to remain standing, to kneel or be seated.   

  

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your  

creation, 

this bread and wine, 

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 

we who eat and drink them 

may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 

and when he had given you thanks 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, 
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and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again, 

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with all your people 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  

Father, in songs of never-ending praise:    
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Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.   

  

The Breaking of the Bread and the  

Communion 

  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, 

For we all share in the one bread.   

  

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 

 'The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for 
us, preserve my body and soul to everlasting life.  We eat 
this in remembrance that Christ died for us, and feed on 
him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.' 

  

After Administration of the bread has been completed we say 
together. 

  

‘The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which was shed for us, preserve my body and soul 

to everlasting life. 

We drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was 
shed for us and are thankful.’ 
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Reflection Hymn TiS 770  

 

To him who sits upon the throne, 

the God whom we adore, 

and to the Lamb that once was slain, 

be glory evermore. 

Probably by Jeremiah Clarke c. 1673-1707    Isaac Watts 1674-1748 

Prayer after Communion  
  

Eternal God, giver of life, 

in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord. 

May we who celebrate this holy feast 

walk in his risen light 

and bring new life to all creation. 

 

Father, 

we offer ourselves to you 

as a living sacrifice 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

 

Notices 

The Blessing 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you what is pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
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Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

  

 Recessional Hymn TiS 228 

 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon the throne; 

hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own: 

awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for me 

and hail him as your chosen king 

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Son of God 

before the worlds began: 

and we who tread where he has trod 

crown him the Son of Man, 

who every grief has known 

that wrings the human breast, 

and takes and bears them for his own, 

that all in him may rest. 

 

Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

those wounds yet visible above 

in beauty glorified: 

no angel there on high 
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can fully bear that sight, 

but downwards bends a burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save: 

his glories now we sing 

who died, and rose on high; 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 

whose power a sceptre sways 

from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 

absorbed in prayer and praise: 

his reign shall know no end, 

and round his piercèd feet 

fair flowers of paradise extend 

their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

Crown him the Lord of years, 

the Potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, 

majestic and sublime: 

all hail, Redeemer, hail! 
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for you have died for me; 

your praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

 

George Job Elvey 1816-93     Matthew Bridges 1800-94 and Godfrey 
Thring 1823-1903 alt. 

    

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen 
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